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Understanding This Report  
 

Each measure listed in the above four categories is presented in this report 

with historical data.  This data informs the community of how it is doing on 

that area of well -being.  In order to make the historical data meaningful, 

each indicatorõs page will specify the desired direction for that trend and 

Logan Countyõs historical trend.  This informs the community if the trend is go-

ing in the right direction.   

 

Additionally, most indicators are presented with short -term data that includes 

comparison data to the state of Ohio and similar sized counties.  Similar sized 

counties were selected based on having similar population as Logan County 

as well as similar social and economical dynamics.  The identified compari-

son counties are listed to the side.  

Desired Direction  Historical Trend  
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Results Based Accountability  

 

THE FCFCõs FOCUS ON GETTING RESULTS 
 

The Logan County Family & Children First Council (FCFC) is using a set of tools and concepts 

called Results -Based Accountability (RBA).  The ideas of RBA come from Mark Friedman of the 

Fiscal Policy Studies Institute.  RBA is a way for the community to talk about some of the impor-

tant issues that affect its overall quality of life.   

 

RBA starts with those end conditions of well -being (the results) which we want for children, 

adults, families and communities, and works backward to the means to get there.  There is a 

simple progression of thought at the heart of this process:  
 

  What do we want?  

  How would we recognize it?  

  What will it take to get there?  
 

The process begins with answering the questions òWHERE DO WE WANT TO BE?ó and then find-

ing out òWHERE ARE WE?ó   

 

It is between these two questions that lies the toughest question, òWHAT WILL IT TAKE TO GET 

THERE?ó  Asking this question is a central part of RBA.  Answering it is at the heart of the commu-

nity conversation promoted by the FCFC.    

WHAT DO WE WANT? 
 

This first question pertains to the population we are talking about ð in this case, that is all the 

residents of Logan County.  And it pertains to results.  

 

Results: Results are the conditions of well -being we would like to say exist for the population we 

are talking about.  An important criterion is that these are stated in plain English, not in bureau-

cratic jargon.  The results we want for the people of Logan County are captured in the desired 

community outcomes articulated by the Logan County FCFC:  
 

1. Healthy People and Behaviors  

2. Stable Families  

3. Young People Succeeding  

4. Safe and Supportive Neighborhoods  

Concepts of this report derived from the book, Trying Hard is Not Good Enough, by Mark Friedman, Fiscal Policy Studies Institute.  

For more information go to www.resultsaccountability.com  
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Results Based Accountability  

HOW WOULD WE RECOGNIZE IT? 
 
This question has to do with how we would recognize when the results are successful both in terms of 

what we would experience (a vision statement) and also in terms of data (or indicators).  

 

Experience:  How would we recognize these conditions in our day -to -day lives in the community?  

What would we see, hear, feel, observe?  To answer these questions, we have written a Vision State-

ment for each of the desired community outcomes.  

 

Indicators:  How would we recognize these conditions in measurable terms? Here we are looking for 

pieces of data that tell us whether these conditions exist or not.  

WHAT WILL IT TAKE TO GET THERE? 
 

The final set of questions helps organize how we get to where we want to be from where we are.  

 

Trendlines:  For each indicator in the FCFC reports, we present a picture of where weõve been and 

look to whether the short - or long -term trends are in the desired direction.  This allows us to focus on 

òturning the curveó from an undesired to a desired direction, or ð for those indicators whose long -

term trend is in the desired direction ð to focus on maintaining or accelerating the trend.  

 

Story behind the trendlines:  Why do these pictures look the way they do?  What are the causes and 

forces at work?  This is the analysis part of the work.  Digging behind the numbers helps us get a 

handle on whatõs going on in our community and what might work to do better.  This becomes part 

of our information/research agenda.  

 

 

ARE WE THERE YET? 
 

The answer, unfortunately is no, because the desired community outcomes will often never 

be fully achieved.  But the tools of RBA lend themselves to constant and repeated use in 

an effort to improve a specific response or to come closer to a desired community out-

come.  

 

In other words, we keep asking ourselves during these community conversations, òIs what 

we are doing helping us achieve the results we want?ó   

Concepts of this report derived from the book, Trying Hard is Not Good Enough, by Mark Friedman, Fiscal Policy Studies Institute.  

For more information go to www.resultsaccountability.com  
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Healthy People & Behaviors  

 

Tammy Nicholl  
MHDAS Board  

Co -Champion  
 

Angela Haver  
Family & Children First  

Co -Champion  

 

STAFF: 

Donna Savage  
Help Me Grow  

Family & Children First  

 VISION 
 

We live in a community that promotes healthy lifestyles.  

Everyone gets the information and support they need to 

make healthy choices and avoid preventable health prob-

lems.  Both physical and mental wellness are valued.  Every-

one has access to an adequate level of health care, in-

cluding prenatal care, from birth to death.  

OUTCOME TEAM  

ROSTER 

òHe who has health has hope; and he who 
has hope has everything.ó 

                                                                        
Arabic Proverb 

MEASURES   

Suicide   

Mortality   
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Healthy People & Behaviors  

 

Suicide takes the life of 1,300 Ohioans each year with 

an average of 3 deaths per day.  Suicides in Logan 

County average 4 per year. The data used in this report 

comes directly from Logan County Coroner reports of 

death certificates that confirm suicide as the cause of 

death.   

 

There is great speculation that the actual numbers are 

higher as some deaths deemed "accidental" may be 

suicides, but cannot be substantiated.  Logan County is 

similar to state and national stats in that more males die 

by suicide and the most frequent method is gunshot.  

Suicide is a final act.  One that cannot be taken back.   

 

Research shows that more than 90% of the suicides that 

occur happen to people struggling with depression or 

another diagnosable and treatable mental illness or 

substance abuse issue.  Talking to someone and getting 

help for the depression can make a difference.  
71%

2%

14%

5%

5%

2%

Gunshot

Strangulation

Asphyxiation/ Χ

Carbon Monoxide Χ

Drug Overdose

Cutting

Logan County Suicides by Method
1996-2009 (n=56)

Male
87%

Female
13%

Logan County Suicides by Gender 1996-
2009 (n=56)

Suicide Rates 2005 -2007 

By Year, County  
 Count Rate*  

Knox County 11 6.3  

Shelby County 12 8.2  

Logan County  14 10.1  

Ohio 3908 11.4  

Champaign Co. 18 15.2  

*per 100,000   
Source: ODH Vital Statistics 

Desired Direction  Historical Trend  

Outcome:  

Measure:  Suicide  

Source: Logan County Coronerõs Office/ Logan County Health District Vital Statistics 
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Healthy People & Behaviors  

 

Measuring premature mortality, rather than overall 

mortality focuses attention on deaths that could 

have been prevented.  By better understanding 

premature mortality, communities can target re-

sources to high risk areas and further investigate the 

cause of death.   
 

Premature mortality is measured as the total number 

of deaths by age groups.  In this case, deaths to in-

dividuals under age 24 and deaths to individuals be-

tween ages 25 and 44 are going in the desired his-

torical direction.  However, deaths to individuals be-

tween ages 45 to 64 are increasing on the historical 

trend and thus not going in the desired direction.  

Desired Direction  Historical Trend  

Outcome:  

Measure:  Premature Mortality  
Mortality Rate - 2007  

Rate/100,000 deaths  

806.8  Shelby County 

909.7  Logan County  

919.3  Knox County 

925.6  Ohio   

1029.8  Champaign County 

Logan Countyõs mortality rate for all ages is 

909.7, which is comparable to Ohio and similar 

sized counties.  In looking at the top four causes 

of death, while heart related deaths are down, 

cancer related deaths have increased since 

1999.   

Overall Mortality  

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

< 24 years 13 12 13 10 26 17 12 8

25 to 44 years 18 21 22 20 10 22 13 15

45 to 64 years 67 56 56 82 92 75 78 67
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Premature Mortality

Source: Ohio Department of Health Information Warehouse  
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Stable Families  

 

Melanie Engle  
Childrenõs Services 

Co -Champion  
 

Emily Pool  
Childrenõs Services 

Co -Champion  

 

Chana Marker  
Family Court  

 

Cheryl Garland  
New Directions  

 

STAFF: 

Angie Hackley  
Family & Children First  

 VISION 

The community respects and supports families, recognizing 

that secure and loving families shape the character of our 

children, provide resiliency in our youth, and sustain adults in 

difficult times.  Stable families are valued, because the ba-

sic functions of care and monitoring they provide within the 

home become quite costly if transferred to government.  

Family members have healthy relationships with each other.  

Families nurture their members and provide a sense of well -

being and safety.  Family members work together and feel 

that they also belong to something larger than themselves .  

OUTCOME TEAM  

ROSTER 

MEASURES  

Child Abuse  

   & Neglect  

Poverty  

Unemployment  
òWe can think of no issue more  

important than the well -being of 

Ohioõs children and familiesó 
 

-Governor Strickland & Chief Justice Moyer  
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Stable Families  

 The abuse and neglect of children continues to be a 

troubling issue for society.  With out intervention, children 

who have been abused are more likely to become 

abusers themselves later in life.  National studies suggest 

that the majority of all abusers were abused or ne-

glected themselves as children.  Abuse of children im-

pacts the entire community, as well as the next genera-

tion of children.  Child abuse can cause both physical 

and emotional damage and impacts brain develop-

ment in the early years of life.  
 

These data reflect the number of reports of child abuse 

and neglect made to the Children Services Board each 

year.  Historically, the number of reports made to Logan 

County are down along with the trend.  This contradicts 

the historical trend of similar sized counties.  

Desired Direction  Historical Trend  

Outcome:  

Measure:  Child Abuse & Neglect  
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Reports of Child Abuse & Neglect
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Desired Direction  Historical Trend  

Physical 
Abuse
32%

Neglect
25%

Sexual 
Abuse
17%

Emotion
-al 
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2%
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in 
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Services

, etc 
24%

Reason for Reports, 2007

Source: Public Children Services Association of Ohio (PCSAO) Factbook  
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Logan County 
Child Abuse & Neglect

Substantiated Indicated

 

Definitions  
Substantiated : case disposition of (1) admission of child abuse or 

neglect by the person(s) responsible; (2) an adjudication of child 

abuse or neglect; or (3) other forms of confirmation deemed valid 

by the PCSA.  

Indicated: case disposition of (1) circumstantial or other isolated 

indicators of child abuse or neglect lacking confirmation; or (2) a 

determination by the caseworker that the child may have been 

abused or neglected based upon completion of the assessment/

investigation.  

See definitions to the left  
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Stable Families  

 

With a faltering economy, families are stressed, the pov-

erty rate is increasing, unemployment is rising, utility and 

fuel bills continue to climb and parents find it difficult to 

keep pantries stocked with healthy foods.  Safe and af-

fordable housing is a dream for many.  Many families 

donõt have health care.  It is not hard to understand the 

challenges of being a safe, nurturing parent during these 

challenging times.  
 

Tough economic times impact everyone but those living 

in poverty are hit the hardest.  According to data in òThe 

Real Bottom Line State of Poverty in Ohio 2008,ó released 

by the Ohio Association of Community Action Agencies:  
 

In 2006, 13.3% of Ohioans were living in poverty.  

 

The poorest group of Ohioans is young children under 

the age of five living in single headed households, fol-

lowed by single female headed families and African 

Americans  

 

The majority of persons living in poverty in Ohio are 

employed with an average wage of just under $10.00 

per hour, creating a new layer of poverty that in-

cludes people with jobs who are experiencing a need 

for public assistance for the first time in their lives.  

Desired Direction  Historical Trend  

Outcome:  

Measure:  Poverty  
LOGAN COUNTY MEDICAID USEAGE  

2007 

 Logan  OH 

Births paid by Medicaid  44% n/a   

Mothers receiving Medi-

caid who report 2+ risk 

factors for poor birth 

outcomes  

56% n/a   

Children enrolled in  

Medicaid  
3,523 31% 35% 

Residents enrolled in  

Medicaid  
6,639 14% 16% 

Historical Trend  

Source: Public Children Services Association of Ohio (PCSAO) Factbook/ Childrenõs Defense Fund 

Note: 2006 Data not available  

Source: Logan County JFS Profile, 2007  


